Parish News

www.stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk

‘I have seen the Lord’

The Easter victory of the resurrection resounds
through our worship and lives during this month
of April. The acclamations, ‘Christ has died,
Christ is risen, Christ will come again,’ take on a
new life with our paschal celebrations. This moo
of praise and joy always seems to me a great cc
trast to the appearances of Jesus the risen Lord
the Gospels. There the mood is more intimate a
personal — travellers walking along‘a road and
.Jjoined by a stranger, the disciples fishing.in the
sea and spotting someone on the shore who ha:
a fire for them, and with this month’s painting,
that moving encounter of the gardener and Mary
courtesy of ww anizianovecelio.org Magdalene.

Titian’s painting ‘Noli me tangere — Christ appeario the Magdalen’ was cre-
ated around 1512-14. The artist was then in hiy @8@s. He lived until 1567 — a
long life span during which he grew and matured @eekloped. This is a youth-
ful work, but it is full of beauty and tendernessitadepicts that moment in St
John’s Gospel when Mary Magdalene reaches outrtbdrel and teacher. She
has mistaken him for a gardener, but as he catlbyneer name, she realizes
that it is Jesus. He draws back, sayibg, not hold on to me, because | have
not yet ascended to the Father.’

These words at first sight seem puzzling becausknow that later in the Gos-
pel Jesus will invite Thomas to touch him and teelmarks of the wounds on
his body. Perhaps Mary is thinking of the Jesusostoe knew and not Jesus the
Lord of Easter. X-rays have shown that Titian avady gave Jesus a gardener’s
hat as well as the hoe we can see now, and panteturning away from Mary.
But here it is a tender meeting that Titian shoMary leaning forward on the jar
of ointment she has brought with her, and Jesusdvatving, as Sister Wendy
Beckett has described it, with ‘infinite courtesy.’



Jesus is clad only in his burial shroud, which .casts with the sumptu-
" ous red of Mary’s garments. The encounter is notshin the garden of
the tomb, but against a wonderful landscape, whahmore contrasts
with the open countryside glowing in the light béthew day. The
curves of Mary Magdalene are echoed in the curfésedills behind,
while Jesus is shown with meadows stretching behimdinto the blue
distance. And linking the two worlds of countrysaled town, of Jesus
and Mary, is a tree, a sign of new life reachingabpve them.

The body of Jesus may be turned towards Mary, isuekt, with the
marks of the nails on them, are turned towardssusealook at the can-
vas. Like Mary Magdalene, we may not be able tachahe risen Lord,
but he can touch us as he walks towards us inahmgipg. ‘Christ has
died, Christ is risen, Christ will come againve proclaim in this Easter
month. Here Titian shows Christ coming to us agéth the invitation
to recognize him and share in the joy of his Edsgfter

[Editor: The Rev Michael Burgess continues hiseseon God in the Arts with
Titian’s ‘Noli me tangere’. It now hangs in Thetidaal Gallery in London.
You can see a copy of the painting at:

]
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What's the Big Idea? - an introduction to the Book of the
Old Testament: Leviticus

Leviticus was the first book studied by Jewishdtgh in the synagogue. However,
in today’'s church it's usually the last book in Bible that anyone looks at seri-
ously! This is understandable, as it is largelycgwned with such things as rituals
for sacrifice and regulations about uncleannegsailgaincomprehensible and
largely irrelevant to us. However, the book chalkesiour tendency to reduce God
to fit our plans, ambitions and tastes!

Leviticus, the third book of the Old Testament,iges its name from the Greek
translation of the Old Testament meanimggating to the Levites'This title reflects
the fact that much of the book is concerned witjulations about worship, which
was conducted by the priests (incl. the LeviteRer€ are also instructions about
ceremonial cleanness, moral laws, holy days and &ag of Jubilee.

The key theme running through Leviticus is thaholiness for it defines who God
is and our response to him. The book’s perspedtitieat every detail of our lives is
affected by the presence of this holy God. Also @aides a way through the
sacrifices, feast and Sabbaths, to bring everytinitaghis holy presence. The book
gives a pause in the story of Israel’s journey falavery in Egypt to entry into the
promised land of Canaan. This extended teaching gimes space for the people to
prepare for living in a culture of other gods, tdaesn’'t know what holy is. God is
calling his people to live, as he created themetaréflecting his holiness.

At the heart of Leviticus is also the truth of Geltive whichis also an aspect of
God'’s character which we are to reflect. Therefots,key verse state'®o not
seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of yeople, but love your neighbour
as yourself. | am the Lord19:18). This verse is extensively quoted in thesvN
Testament by Jesus, Paul and James, as their syrofribe law.

In conclusion, we should see the endless detadsrestructions of Leviticus as
pointing to Jesus. Through the sacrifice of his, li#hich we remember at Easter,
Jesus totally fulfilled the law. He perfectly derstmated the love and holiness of
God to enable us to fulfil God’s requiremeie holy, because | am hol{l Peter
1:16 quoting Lev 11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7).
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Vicar’s Letter °

Dear Friends,

Easter is the time of year when we put behind esitirk days of winter and
look forward to the longer lighter days of summiaton’t think there can be
many people who prefer winter to summer and saitime when we feel
more optimistic. There is a feeling of spring ie @hir. The gardens and
verges are full of daffodils.

And with spring comes the time for a vicar’s haarturn to thoughts of....
annual parochial church meetings.

In every parish we are required by law to havergpaneeting every year
before the 30 April. At the meeting the church receives reporighe work
of the parochial church council and the deanerypdythe parish’s accounts,
the fabric of the church building and many otheyeass of parish life.

Another function is to elect people to serve onghsochial church council
and as sides-people. This is important becauspebple elected to the PCC
are intended to represent other members of theklamnd to put forward
their views. Every person whose name is on thesparelectoral roll is enti-
tled to attend, speak and vote.

Churchwardens are also elected annually by a sepaeeting (usually held
immediately before the annual meeting), which ewpeyin the parish
whether their names are on the electoral roll ¢yiscentitled to attend.
Churchwardens are very important people in thedifdhe church because
they have responsibility for the church buildinglaa ensure that the wor-
ship is carried out correctly. They are not appeadnby the local church but
by the Bishop and before they can take up theic®fthey must appear be-
fore the bishop or his delegate and declare tlegtwhll ‘faithfully and dili-
gently perform the duties of their office’.

Of course we are also heading towards other impoefactions this year — |
don’t suppose that the forthcoming General Eledtias passed any of you
by. We don’t seem to have a day go by without Imgagiach party making
some grand statement about what they will do iftel#, followed by the re-
sponse from the other parties, deriding their ideabpulling the opposing
politician to pieces.



It can be hard to work out the real issues anctigsiamongst these debates
and arguments — which party will bring a more gmtiety; will best care for
our environment; will give us a better future?

| would hesitate to give an answer to any of thegsestions, but they are ones
that we need to ask before we cast our vote. We tteeemember that our
right to vote is precious and was hard fought. Aadve need to listen to the
arguments, offer them to God and ask him to help wse our vote wisely.

Wishing you a happy and holy Easter

%

An Election Prayer

Lord, we give thanks for the privileges and resporp
bilities of living in a democratic society.

Give us wisdom to play our part at election time,
that, through the exercise of each vote,

your Kingdom may come closer.

Protect us from the sins of despair and cynicism,
guard us against the idols of false utopias

and strengthen us to make politics a noble calling
that serves the common good of all.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord
Amen.




Easter

Easter Sunday, which falls on April 4th is the most
special day of the Christian year: the Resurreadion
Jesus Christ. Many people wonder why Easter
moves around so much, why can'’t it have a set da
like Christmas? The historical reason is that it is
based on the date of the Jewish feast of the Paiss
which celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt
It lasts for seven days, from the middle of the He-
brew month of Nisan, which occurs in late March or
early April.
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Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use therel\® lunar calendar to come
up with firm dates for Good Friday: Friday 7th A@0 AD or Friday 3rd

April, 33 AD, with Easter Day falling two days latéde was amazingly accu-
rate, modern scholars continue to think these ifiay.

The precise calculations of the date are unbeligvamplicated and involve
something called an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, ethis not the same as the
moon in the sky. The earliest possible date fotdtas the West is 22nd
March, last occurring in 1818 next in 2285. Thesats 25th April, which last
happened in 1943 and is next due in 2038.

Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every Europeaguage, the festival's
name comes from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Ressdhe Germanic
word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from Eosti®axon fertility goddess
mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He thought treaStikons worshipped her
in ‘Eostur month’, but may have confused her wité tlassical dawn god-
desses like Eos and Aurora, whose names meanrighimthe east’. So Easter
might have meant simply ‘beginning month’ — a géioak for starting up
again after a long winter.

Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they a@naient symbol of birth in
most European cultures. On the other hand, hertdagang regularly again
each Spring. Since eggs were forbidden during litstasy to see how deco-
rating and eating them became a practical waylebcate Easter.
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Editor: With the General Election in mind...

We will spend and spend, and tax and tax, and afletelect. - Harry L
Hopkins

| have come to the conclusion that politics aredeous a matter to be left
to the politicians. - Charles de Gaulle

There is no gambling like politics. — Disraeli
When all else is lost, the future still remainsBevee

Half the work that is done in the world is to makengs appear what they
are not. - E R Beadle

He on whom Heaven confers a sceptre knows not gighivtill he bears it. —
Corneille.

There are but two ways of paying a debt; incredsedustry in raising in-
come, or increase of thrift in laying out. - Céely

Politician: a person who straddles an issue wieeisiiit dodging one.

The more you read about politics, you go to adhat each party is worse
than the other. — W Rogers

Oratory is the power to talk people out of theibeioand natural opinions. -
Chatfield

As long as | count the votes, what are you goinga@bout it? - William M
Tweed

Campaign tactics: ‘He who slings mud generallgoground.” Adlai Ste-
venson

In those days, the (Roman) government gave theadkaed circuses. To-
day we give them bread and elections, but it isgushange in the style of a
periodical amusement. - Will Durant.

Society is composed of two great classes: thosehakie more dinners than
appetite, and those who have more appetite tharein- Chamfort
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Smile Lines

What would Jesus do?

While waiting in line to check out at a Christiandkshop, a man in front of
me asked the clerk about a display of hats witHdtters WWJD on them.
The clerk explained that WWJD stands for "What wialgsus do?" and that
the idea is to get people to consider this questioan making decisions.
The man pondered a moment, then replied, "I dbimkthe'd pay £9.99 for
that hat.”

*%

Awful noise

The wheel of my grocery cart was making a horrgadeaping sound as |
rolled it through the supermarket. Neverthelessemtfinished my shopping
and saw a cartless woman, | offered it up, exphainilt makes an awful
noise, but it works."

"That's okay," she said, taking it. "I have a hugbat home like that."

*%

Confessional

A Catholic went to into the confessional box aharch while on holiday.
He noticed on one side a fully equipped bar withn@ess on tap. On the
other wall was a dazzling array of the finest Cubigiars. Then the priest
cames in. "Father, forgive me, for it's been a/Veng time since I've been
to confession, but | must first admit that the essional box is much more
inviting these days." The priest replied "Get.o(du're on my side."

**

Can do
Q: Can you do anything that other people can't?
A: Sure, | can read my handwriting.



Some hymns for people over 50 14

Give Me the Old Timers’ Religion

Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me Up

Just a Slower Walk with Thee

Go Tell It on the Mountain, But Speak Up

Nobody Knows the Trouble | Have Seeing

Guide Me O Thou Great Lord God, I've Forgotten Véhare Parked The Car
Count Your Many Birthdays, Count Them One By One

Blessed Insurance

It Is Well With My Soul, But My Knees Hurt

*%

MPs in heaven

At the pearly gates, St Peter greeted a ministeérmamember of Parliament
and gave them their room keys. "Vicar, here agektys to one of our nicest

single rooms. And for you, Mr MP, the keys to omekt penthouse suite."

When the vicar objected, St Peter explained: #dsministers are ten a
penny up here, but this is the first MP we've esgsm.”
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Christis risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! April
brings us to Easter — the crucifixion, death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ - the triumphant highlight of the Christian
year. As St Paul pointed out, unless Jesus really did rise
again, our faith is useless, and we may as well forget any
hope of heaven or eternal life. ( There are 24 words—
Answers on Page 19)
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[Answers on Page 19

Intermediate Grid

18



passover
bread
wine

body
blood
betrayal
jerusalem
pilate
judas
gethsemane
trial
crucifixion
soldiers
Cross
nails
vinegar
temple
curtain
tomb
angel
stone
risen
gardener
mary

19
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Lenten Evensong
The monies raised for the refreshments served thigeFhursday Night
Evensong totalled £833.08 toward church funds. Gatart!

Maundi Thursday Pie & Pea Dinner
The amount raised for this event, organised by Miasgaret Valks, totalled
£67. Thanks to Margaret!

Children’s Society Boxes
Mrs Joan Storey reports that a total of £350 wa&sed during this year’s
appeal.( February 2009/2010) Thanks to all boxdrsld

Mothers’ Union
The Mothers’ UnionWorld Day of Prayer’service was held at St.
Edmound’s in Sedgfield. on the 25th March.

Easter Flowers

We are grateful to Jean Young for the beautifult&afower display in the
church. Additionally we thank both Jean & David foe work to tidy-up
and make safer the entrance to the church.

Confirmation

The Bishop of Durham will be coming to the Deanferya Confirmation
Service on June @t St Aidan’s, Chilton. If anyone over the agd 6fis
interested in learning more about the Christiathfaiith a view to being
confirmed could you please contact the Vicar, Réadole Lloyd either by
telephone on 01388 720243 or by emaitamle.lloyd@amnos.co.uk

You do not need to have been baptised (christdmedjo need to be seri-
ous about wanting to learn more about followinguides
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Living Churchyard dedication 11" March 2010

| hope you've all had the chance to read Mike Amo&Eresting and informa-
tive article in the Northern Echo about our Chuintdyand our village.

| can’t pretend to be anything like as good a jalist as Mike but will try to
give you some thoughts about the Living Churchynaject that we cele-
brated on the f1March with the Bishop of Jarrow, the Right Reveréfark
Bryant.

| admit to having come in right at the tail endlwk project and being a bit of
a ‘hanger on’ but taking the glory and the oneipglh strange face whilst
singing ‘Who put the colours in the rainbow’ andnggfollowed by a gaggle
of Year 4 and 5 children from Coxhoe Primary School

Seriously though, the transformation of the chuagctyfrom a neglected area
to an attractive and informative area for the peaflthe village to enjoy and
benefit from, has been a wonderful example of peoplision working to-
gether. The bulbs are now breaking through thergt@nd producing spring
colour but at the moment it still has to show sdull glory and it will be a
few years before we really see this, but when kinelss start to flower and
eventually produce berries the full benefits wdl $een.

If you haven't read the boards yet do take some tordo this (maybe when
the sun is warmer and more conducive to lingerimbey are very informative
and interesting, throwing light on the history bétvillage and explaining how
the planting that has been done will benefit witdli

The service itself was a wonderful occasion of lmelgon — the children sang
beautifully and the readers did well to make thdweseheard in difficult cir-
cumstances, the service mostly taking place out8id&op Mark told us a
story about a thirsty frog and a platypus — a nges#aat we have to share the
resources of this world and look after them for anether.

Many thanks to Laudate — the music group who ndgmabrship at St Luke’s
for coming to lead the singing outside. We enjogieding some of the songs
that the children learn at school, praising Godierwonderful world we live
in.

Of course no church event is complete without fand the Mothers Union
put on an excellent spread, enough to feed an army.

The biggest thanks, though, go to all those whdkeatirelessly to bring this
project to fruition. | won’t name them here — irsed leave anyone out — but
they know who they are and | hope that they talkuare in the fact that they
have left an enduring legacy for generations whbfallow.

[Editor: To read Mike Amos’ article go tNEWSMAKERSpage 2 on our
website]
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Date Altar Pulpit Chancel Other
4th April Mrs Mains
11th April |Mrs S. Prest Mrs D. Fittzen

18th April | Mrs W. Jeffries

25th April | Mrs E. Vaulks

Please contact Jean YouRRIOR to delivery of flowers to church in order
that she make appropriate arrangements.

We are always grateful for contributions for chufichwers.

Jean can be contacted at church dioaters@stmarys.co.uk




Parish Registers
This page will be updated later this wedk
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6th April  7.00pm PCC Meeting
21st April  7.00pm AGM
26th April  7.00pm Mothers Union Service
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