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In 1883, a creative engineer named John Roebling was inspired by an idea to 
build a spectacular bridge connecting New York with the Long Island. However 
bridge building experts throughout the world thought that this was an impossible 
feat and told Roebling to forget the idea. It just could not be done. It was not 
practical. 
 
 It had never been done before. 
 
Roebling could not ignore the vision he had in his mind of this bridge. He 
thought about it all the time and he knew deep in his heart that it could be done. 
He just had to share the dream with someone else. After much discussion and 
persuasion he managed to convince his son Washington, an up and coming engi-
neer, that the bridge in fact could be built. 
Working together for the first time, the father and son developed concepts of 
how it could be accomplished and how the obstacles could be overcome. With 
great excitement and inspiration, and the headiness of a wild challenge before 
them, they hired their crew and began to build their dream bridge. 
The project started well, but when it was only a few months underway a tragic 
accident on the site took the life of John Roebling. Washington was injured and 
left with a certain amount of brain damage, which resulted in him not being able 
to walk or talk or even move. 
  
"We told them so." 
"Crazy men and their crazy dreams." 
"It`s foolish to chase wild visions." 
Everyone had a negative comment to make and felt that the project should be 
scrapped since the Roeblings were the only ones who knew how the bridge could 



be built. In spite of his handicap Washington was never discouraged 
and still had a burning desire to complete the bridge and his mind 
was still as sharp as ever. 
He tried to inspire and pass on his enthusiasm to some of his 
friends, but they were too daunted by the task. As he lay on his bed 
in his hospital room, with the sunlight streaming through the win-
dows, a gentle breeze blew the flimsy white curtains apart and he 
was able to see the sky and the tops of the trees outside for just a 
moment. 
It seemed that there was a message for him not to give up. Suddenly 
an idea hit him. All he could do was move one finger and he de-
cided to make the best use of it. By moving this, he slowly devel-
oped a code of communication with his wife. 
He touched his wife's arm with that finger, indicating to her that he 
wanted her to call the engineers again. Then he used the same 
method of tapping her arm to tell the engineers what to do. It 
seemed foolish but the project was under way again. 
For 13 years Washington tapped out his instructions with his finger 
on his wife's arm, until the bridge was finally completed. Today the 
spectacular Brooklyn Bridge stands in all its glory as a tribute to the 
triumph of one man's indomitable spirit and his determination not to 
be defeated by circumstances. It is also a tribute to the engineers 
and their team work, and to their faith in a man who was considered 
mad by half the world. It stands too as a tangible monument to the 
love and devotion of his wife who for 13 long years patiently de-
coded the messages of her husband and told the engineers what to 
do. 
Perhaps this is one of the best examples of a never-say-die attitude 
that overcomes a terrible physical handicap and achieves an impos-
sible goal. 
Often when we face obstacles in our day-to-day life, our hurdles 
seem very small in comparison to what many others have to face. 
The Brooklyn Bridge shows us that dreams that seem impossible 
can be realised with determination and persistence, no matter what 
the odds are. 
Even the most distant dream can be realized with determination and 
persistence. 
 



The Invitation by Oriah Mountain Dreamer, Indian Elder 

It doesn't interest me what you do for a living. 
 
I want to know what you ache for, and if you dare to dream of meeting your heart's 
longing. 
 
It doesn't interest me how old you are. 
 
I want to know if you will risk looking like a fool for love, for your dreams, for the 
adventure of being alive. 
 
It doesn't interest me what planets are squaring your moon. 
 
I want to know if you have touched the center of your own sorrow, if you have 
been opened by life's betrayals or have become shriveled and closed from fear or 
further pain! I want to know if you can sit with pain, mine or your own, without 
moving to hide it or fade it or fix it. I want to know if you can be with JOY, mine 
or your own; if you can dance with wildness and let the ecstasy fill you to the tips 
of your fingers and toes without cautioning us to be careful, be realistic, or to re-
member the limitations of being human. 
 
It doesn't interest me if the story you're telling me is true. 
 
I want to know if you can disappoint another to be true to yourself; if you can bear 
the accusation of betrayal and not betray your own soul. I want to know if you can 
be faithful and therefore be trustworthy. I want to know if you can see beauty even 
when it is not pretty everyday, and if you can source your life from IT’S presence. I 
want to know if you can live with failure, yours and mine, and still stand on the 
edge of a lake and shout to the silver of the full moon, "YES!" 
 
It doesn't interest me to know where you live or how much money you have. 
 
I want to know if you can get up after the night of grief and despair, weary and 
bruised to the bone, and do what needs to be done for the children. 
 
It doesn't interest me who you are, how you came to be here. 
 
I want to know if you will stand in the center of the fire with me and not shrink 
back. 
 
It doesn't interest me where or what or with whom you have studied. 
 
I want to know what sustains you from the inside when all else falls away. I want to 
know if you can be alone with yourself, and if you can truly like the company you 
keep in the empty moments. 



Vicar’s Letter 
 
 
Dear All 
 
It was announced towards the end of July that the Church of England is now going 
to offer a Marriage Service combined with Baptism for those who already have chil-
dren when they come to church to get married. Strangely this is the Church of Eng-
land catching up with the practice that already happens on the ground, in fact I have 
a service arranged for the 29th August where I shall be doing just this. And I would 
guess that most Vicars have already done similar services, certainly the radio inter-
viewers found no shortage of those who had to talk to. 
 
Part of being a vicar involves responding to all sorts of complicated needs, espe-
cially when it comes to major life events. It is on these occasions, when a child is 
born, when a couple want to commit themselves to one another, or when someone 
passes away, that the church has an important role to play in welcoming everyone, 
no matter what their background. 
 
We must remember that God created all humanity in his own image, not just those of 
us who think we conform to the norm of the Church of England (I doubt that there 
really is such a person as the ‘norm’). God loves each and every one of his people 
and wants to bring them into relationship with him, to have them know him and love 
him just as he knows and loves them. 
 
Read this extract from Psalm 139, one of the most beautiful pieces of poetry ever 
written: 
 
‘For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.  
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 
 intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, 
when none of them as yet existed.  
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
 How vast is the sum of them!  
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
I come to the end*—I am still with you. 
 
Beautiful isn’t it and the amazing thing is that it applies to every person in this world 
– is it any wonder that the psalmist was lost in praise. 
 
And because God created us he accepts us just as we are – flawed and fallible as we 



all are. And so, as the body of Christ we accept, welcome and love all 
those that he loves. I find there is no greater privilege than to be able to 
share with a couple on their marriage day, to be with them as they cele-
brate their child’s birth and bring them to become part of God’s family 
and, maybe this surprises you, but the greatest privilege of all is to be al-
lowed into people’s lives at what is probably their most vulnerable time – 
when they have been bereaved. 
 
The church is here to share in God’s blessing on all these special events, to 
‘Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.’ (Romans 
Chapter 12 verse 15). Let us thank God for the opportunity to share his 
love with the people he loves. 
 
Your in Christ 
 

 
 
 

The Postal Watch 

She sits quietly at the window in the early light of day, 
Waiting for a friendly face to come and pass her way, 
She watches quite intently, each day an anxious wait, 
In the hope the local postman lifts the latch upon her gate. 
 
For this frail and lonely lady, whose hair is silver grey, 
A letter is a precious link with loved ones far away, 
A simple act of thoughtfulness that brings such welcome cheer, 
A token of remembrance by those whom she holds dear. 
 
And when a letter does arrive it raises a broad smile, 
And fills her with a feeling that her wait was all worthwhile, 
For as she thumbs the pages, it strengthens ties that bind, 
To know that though she’s out of sight, she is not out of mind. 
 
 By Colin Hammacott 



Summary of General Synod, July 2009 
July’s General Synod was primarily concerned with financial issues, legislation and 

other governance issues, alongside discussions of The Children’s Society’s Good 

Childhood Inquiry and ministry with people with learning disabilities. 

Finance 

The economic downturn provided a challenging context for a debate on Christian 

Stewardship, after which the Synod commended Giving for Life, a report from the 

National Stewardship Committee, and an accompanying parish guide. The Synod 

reaffirmed its challenge to church members to give 5 per cent of their after tax in-

come to and through the church, and a similar amount to other work that helps to 

build God’s kingdom. 

The Synod heard a presentation by the Clergy Pensions Task Group on the future 

options for the Clergy Pensions Scheme. Their report forms the basis of a current 

consultation . 

Synod noted the report on the Archbishops’ Council’s spending priorities for the 

period 2010-2015; approved the Council’s budget for 2010; and considered the an-

nual reports of the Council and the Church Commissioners. 

Legislation 

Synod revised the draft Ecclesiastical Fees (Amendment) Measure, and approved the 

Ecclesiastical Offices (Terms of Service) Regulations. It gave final approval for two 

draft Measures dealing with issues relating to Crown appointments, for a number of 

changes to the Rules of the Funded Pensions Scheme and the Past Service Scheme, 

and some detailed changes to the Church Representation Rules. Synod also gave 

First Consideration to two draft measures consolidating current legislation on pas-

toral reorganisation and on the care of cathedrals. 

Governance 

Following debate, a motion from the Bradford Diocesan Synod calling for reduc-

tions in the numbers of bishops and other senior clergy was amended to call for a 

progress report on changes to the pattern of dioceses and episcopal deployment, in 

light of the re-establishment of the Dioceses Commission. Synod also requested a 

report on the exercise of senior leadership in the Church, complemented by biblical 



and theological perspectives. 

A Diocesan Synod motion from London, supported by a similar motion 

from Chelmsford Diocese, expressed concerns about the pastoral implica-

tions of the Clergy Discipline Measure. Synod invited a report from the 

Clergy Discipline Commission on whether there is a case for bringing 

forward draft legislation to amend the Measure or the Code of Practice. 

Proposals from the Constitutions Review Group to replace the existing 

Boards and Councils and restructure the way in which work is done on 

behalf of the Archbishops’ Council were rejected. The Synod requested 

revised proposals providing for the fuller participation of elected Synod 

members. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury made a presentation about the recent meet-

ing of the Anglican Communion Council in Jamaica, and answered ques-

tions from Synod members. 

The Church’s ministry and the community 

Synod considered a response prepared by the Archbishops’ Council’s Mis-

sion and Public Affairs Division to The Children’s Society’s ‘A Good 

Childhood’ report . The report before Synod highlighted areas where 

Christian churches and agencies could offer distinctive responses to the 

report’s findings. In taking note of the report, Synod also carried a motion 

renewing its commitment to enriching childhood by helping young people 

to discover the Christian faith. 

The Rt Revd Stephen Lowe made a presentation reflecting on his three 

years’ work as Bishop for Urban Life and Faith and answered questions 

from Synod members. 

Synod commended guidelines in ‘Opening the Doors: Ministry with Peo-

ple with Learning Disabilities and People on the Autistic Spectrum’ for 

consideration by dioceses and parishes. The report highlights examples of 

good practice for the inclusion of people with learning disabilities in the 



life and work of the Church. 

There was also a presentation and group work for Synod members on a 

report from the Council for Christian Unity and the Faith and Order Advi-

sory Group, on the report of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International 

Commission on Life in Christ. 

Background papers for each debates, alongside links to an audio archive of 

each session, are available at: http://www.cofe.anglican.org/about/

gensynod/agendas/july09/ 

 



Did you know that a recent survey by TearFund discovered that there are more 
than three million people in the UK are willing to consider coming along to 
church – if only they were asked! That’s a lot of people… 

Most of us feel a bit intimidated by the idea of being an evangelist, or having to 
answer complicated questions from people. But what if there was an easy way 
to invite people along to a special service that was designed just for people who 
used to come along to our churches? That’s what ‘Back to Church Sunday’ is 
all about. It’s an initiative that reaches out to ordinary people – just like you and 
me - who be used to come along to Church, but who no longer come.  

Evidence shows that many people who stop coming church don’t stop coming 
for doctrinal reasons, or because they had a massive loss of faith. In fact, most 
of the time, those who leave don’t even mean to leave – it just happens! Work 
patterns change, family circumstances alter, people get out of the routine – and 
gradually people slip away. Often those people really want to come back – but 
feel awkward about what will happen or what people might say. 

Over the past few years, thousands of people have found their way back to 
Church. And for many hundreds of those people, it has proved to be the first 
step on a rediscovering of their Christian journey. Just think of the impact if 
four or five people who used to come to Church started again to attend regularly 
at St Mary’s! 

Whilst there will be local and national publicity, the very best way to ensure 
that Back to Church Sunday has an impact is for you to be inviting people you 
actually know. Do you know anyone who used to come to St Mary’s? Why not 
invite them to come on October 4th? Better still, offer to meet them and come 
with them to the service – it’s so much easier to get over the threshold if you 
have a friend to come with. 

It really is the easiest form of evangelism. It’s ‘friends inviting friends’. It’s 
‘Back to Church Sunday’. 

You will certainly be hearing much more about it over the next two 
months! 



Inspirational Life story -  The Gift of Life  
 

On the very first day, God created the cow. He said to the cow, "Today I have created 
you! As a cow, you must go to the field with the farmer all day long. You will work all 
day under the sun! I will give you a life span of 50 years."  
The cow objected, "What? This kind of a tough life you want me to live for 50 years? Let 
me have 20 years, and the 30 years I'll give back to you." So God agreed.  
 
On the second day, God created the dog. God said to the dog, "All you are supposed to 
do is to sit all day by the door of your house. Any people that come in, you will have to 
bark at them! I'll give a life span of 20 years."  
The dog objected, "What? All day long to sit by the door? No way! I give you back my 
other 10 years of life!" So God agreed.  
 
On the third day, God created the monkey. He said to the monkey, "Monkeys have to 
entertain people. You've got to make them laugh and do monkey tricks. I'll give you 20 
years life span."  
The monkey objected. "What? Make them laugh? Do monkey faces and tricks? Ten 
years will do, and the other 10 years I'll give you back." So God agreed.  
 
On the fourth day, God created man and said to him, "Your job is to sleep, eat, and play. 
You will enjoy very much in your life. All you need to do is to enjoy and do nothing. 
This kind of life, I'll give you a 20 year life span."  
The man objected. "What? Such a good life! Eat, play, sleep, do nothing? Enjoy the best 
and you expect me to live only for 20 years? No way, man!....Why don't we make a deal? 
Since the cow gave you back 30 years, and the dog gave you back 10 years and the mon-
key gave you back 10 years, I will take them from you! That makes my life span 70 
years, right?" So God agreed.  
 
AND THAT'S WHY .... In our first 20 years, we eat, sleep, play, enjoy the best and do 
nothing much. For the next 30 years, we work all day long, suffer and get to support the 
family. For the next 10 years, we entertain our grandchildren by making monkey faces 
and monkey tricks. And for the last 10 years, we stay at home, sit by the front door and 
bark at people! 



During the year we have been blessed by the success of the Church Fund 
revenue raising operations that we have held. A summary: 

Lenten Evensongs  -  During lent we held Thursday Coffee Evenings which 
raised £909.30. A most commendable effort and many thanks to those who 
helped! 

Coffee Mornings  -  The amounts raised from the weekly Coffee Mornings:: 

                             March £273.95 

                             April   £265.25 

                             May    £176.26 

                             June    £267.10 

                             July     £253.10 

Again.....many thanks to all those who manage, help and support our coffee 
mornings. 

Summer Fayre  -  This event was held on the 11th July this year 

Tombola                           £ 162.85 

Porch Draw                          66.00 

Cakes                                  156.20                                    

Sweet Jar                              25.60 

Refreshments                       71.20 

Raffle                                  342.00 

Groceries                              45.75 

Gifts                                     77.50 

White Elephant                     39.75 

Toys                                     55.80 

Board Game                          71.00 

Church Room Stall               50.00 

Virgin V - Make-up             15.00 

Donations Given                  10.00 
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Total Raised 
£1,188.65 

Well 
done  &

  th
ank  yo

u!  



 
Christian Aid  -  A total of £1,400 was raised in the village 
 
Gift Day  -  A total of £287.85 was raised 
 
Again it cannot be overstated as to how important the success of  these events 
are to the life and work of St. Mary’s. Thank you all! 
 
Steeplechase  -  Angela, Adrian and Katherine Lee will be taking part in the 
Northumbria Historic Churches Trust Steeplechase on behalf of St. Mary’s. 
This event will be held on Saturday 12th September 10.00am  -  4.00 pm. 
 
Personal News  -  Eric & Evelyn Ireland have celebrated their Golden  
Wedding Anniversary. 
 
Ann & Gilbert Robson have celebrated their Pearl Wedding anniversary. 
 
Congratulations ! 
 
Magazine -  Next edition will be published   (online only ) 12th September. 
Next bi-monthly printed edition will be published on 10th October . Please 
Can you submit anything for inclusion at least 4 days before publication date. 
Thanks! 
  



��������	
���
����������
��������	
���
����������
��������	
���
����������
��������	
���
����������
� ���

 
 
�
����������
������������������������
�

����������������������
� ��
�����������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������
���� 
�
������������������������������������������������������������������� 
�
�
��������������������������!������������������
���� 
�
�������������������������������������������������������������������� 
���������������������������������� ��������
�
�
�

Date Altar  Pulpit  Chancel 

2nd August 2009     

9th      

16th  Mrs P. Gorman    

23rd      

30th  Mrs F. Tate    

6th September 2009 Mrs E.Vaulks    

       

13th  Mrs Mohon   

20th Mr & Mrs Barron   

4th October 2009 Berriman family Mrs K.Lynn  

27th Mrs Anderson   

    



                          Parish Registers 
 

      Holy Baptism – Welcomed into God’s family 
 

 
 

 
      

 Funerals  –  Commended into God’s keeping 
 

 
 
 
 
      
 

 
Burial of Ashes  

 
   17th July 2009  Robert Liddle Dixon     77 years 

   16th June 2009  John Kenneth Dixon     62 years 

   22nd June 2009  Florence Tate     90 years 

   08th July 2009  Stanley Heron     84 years 

   23rd July 2009  Marjorie Iseton     81 years 

   19th July 2009  Sascha  Sutton    3 months 



 
 August                              No   Mothers’ Union Service & Meeting 
 28th September  7.00 pm         Mothers’ Union Service & Meeting 
 
             Check the Notice Board and the website for changes! 

                               ������������	
�����������������	
�����������������	
�����������������	
����� ����
 
You can contact Rev’d Carole Lloyd on: 
           Tel   : 01388 720243 
           email: carole.lloyd@amnos.co.uk 
 
A Church Warden is usually available at Church each 
Tuesday between 10.00  -   11.00 am to assist with enquiries. 
 
Magazine/Website information   
          email: editor@stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk 
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                                            www.stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk 

                               
                     1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays 
                   9.15 am  Sung Communion 
 

                          3rd Sunday 
                 11.00 am   Family Communion 
 
 
                               
 

                                   Tuesdays 
                      9.15 am  Communion 
              
            Services usually held at St. Mary’s. 
           Occasionally Sunday Services held at 
                      St. Helen’s, Kelloe.  
 
       Please see Noticeboard/Website 
  for information concerning services 
  and other events held at St. Mary’s. 
 

SUNDAY 

  WEEKDAYS  

                    COFFEE MORNINGS 
                Tuesdays & Thursdays 
                        10.00  -  11.00 am 

            SERVICES 


