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When Van Gogh painted ‘The Raising of Lazart*
he turned to Rembrandt for inspiration. But in ’
place of the figure of Jesus, he painted a warm
glowing sun, radiant in the sky, and shining out §
bring renewal of life to Lazarus and his sisters. @@
From time immemorial people have placed the sun
at the centre of life and worship. As Christiargtgw and spread, it took over ceremonies
and practices associated with that belief, but rddtie focus from the sun above to the Son,
Jesus, on the earth below. We can see that imatigions and worship of Christmas and
Easter.

In May we celebrate the goodness and fruitfulnéssature brought by the sun with Maypole
dancing, the crowning of the May Queen, and gamdssports, just as the Romans went
dancing in the fields at this time, rejoicing iretifts of Flora, the goddess of nature. In May
the druids would greet the sun in the sky as ttahieyed on a high place.

That custom persisted for several centuries, paatily at Magdalen College in Oxford. In
1840 Dr John Bloxam revived the ceremony. HolmantiHane of that group of artists

known as the Pre-Raphaelites, visited Oxford in1185d so enjoyed the Christmas festivities
that he decided to honour the college life in ohki® paintings. That decision took many
years to reach the canvas: his painting of ‘May hitag on Magdalen Tower’ is one of his
last complete works in 1890.

We can easily identify the choristers gatheredrézgthe rising sun in music and song. Amid
the clouds and blue sky above, the birds are flging the floor where the choir stand is be-
decked with flowers. It is a glorious celebratidrttee fruitfulness of May and the summer:
God’s creation bringing so many gifts. The presid#rihe college is the man with the dark
beard at the right of the painting, and Dr Bloxanbéside him.

But there is an unusual character there alsogaditte of the painting — a Parsee, an ancient
worshipper of the sun from Persia, perhaps reptiegenot just those who look to the light of



of the sun, but are also searching for the lightuth. The young chorister in the middle
looking out at us holds a lily, the symbol of Matlye mother of God’s Son.

All creation is gathered to greet the dawn andigiag sun of May — the birds above and
people below, young and old, Christian and non-giam - all united to proclaim the
goodness and renewal promised by the sun. Holmau $4id that he wanted to represent
‘the spirit of a beautiful, primitive and in a largense eternal service.’ Here is a vivid
reminder that the faith we profess opens our ey&xad’s goodness and glory symbol-
ised in the rising sun, and welcomes everyone aoesim those gifts.

[Ed: The Rev Michael Burgess on God in the Arthillay Morning on Magdalen
Tower’ by Holman HuntThe painting hangs in the Lady Lever Art Galleryimerpool ]

Christian Aid time again.... be part of Britaingigest-running
fundraising week!

Thirteen million red envelopes, 300,000 voluntetrsusands of sponsorship events and
1,500 quizzes can only mean one thing — ChristimhVeek. This year it takes place
from 10 — 16 May.

Launched in 1957, Christian Aid Week is famoustfar distinctive red envelope drop-
ping through millions of letterboxes. Last yearaamazing £14.7 million was raised to
fund work with some of the world’s poorest commigst The money raised has helped
people like 18-year-old Nadia Kabula in the DemticrRepublic of Congo.

When her father died, Nadia’'s family struggled aeafely to make ends meet. But a
tailoring course run by Christian Aid partner HurtéNouvelle has allowed Nadia to
imagine a brighter future — and she hopes one@apén her own business. Meanwhile,
Nadia is giving others the chance of a fuller biepassing on her skills and her love of
fashion to other young girls in her community. “Vhe given me education for life,’
said Nadia.

‘Our supporters constantly amaze me, especiallindhristian Aid Week,’ said Anne
Phipps, Head of Church Marketing and Appeals, @hrisAid. ‘Whether collecting door
—to-door, putting quiz teams together or doing @fifer exciting and amazing fundrais-
ing events, the commitment is phenomenal.

‘At www.caweek.orgve’re creating an online community of volunteexgpporters, ac-
tivists and enthusiasts so please go online andreddetails of whatever you are doing.’



Last year, Christian Aid introduced Quizaid in whijgeople used their brain power to
raise £185,000 while having fun at the same tim@z£gs are organised amongst
friends, family, work colleagues or in the pub. kear the target is £225,000 and to
get even more people involved, four new levelsud#ggions have been introduced -
Brainiacs, Average Joe’s, 11-18 year olds or uddsr- Packs with everything you
need to organise a quiz can be downloaded fronw.christianaid.org.uk/quizaid

The names of all quiz organisers will go into avdfar a year’s supply of chocolate
courtesy of the fair trade company, Divine Choaaldthere will also be a separate
draw for quiz participants.

Christian Aid also wants to hear the views of teegde who go door to door collect-
ing donations. A collectors’ survey is availabldina atwww.caweek.ordrhis year,
in the face of the credit crunch, supporting CraistAid and collecting the red enve-
lopes is crucially important. The risk is that pkowill feel less able to give; yet be-
cause of the global recession the poor are maiskaaind the need is greater.

This year, in the face of the credit crunch, suppgrChristian Aid and collecting the
red envelopes is crucially important. The riskhattpeople will feel less able to give;
yet because of the global recession the poor are ataisk and the need is greater.

Trans World Radio — now 24 hours a day

Trans World Radio has just launched its new Fressaftice in Britain. This new
digital satellite TV and radio service means yon naw tune in to TWR 24 hours a
day, without having to pay any service subscripiomonthly charges.

TWR is an international Gospel network spanningartban 70 countries. It broad-
casts over 1800 hours each week in 225 languagkdialects. It transmits from 15
primary transmitting sites around the world, by timent-wide satellite networks,
over thousands of local stations, and via the haer

Freesat is the satellite TV service providing subpsion-free digital television to eve-
ryone in the UK. It offers over 140 TV, radio amderactive channels, including High
Definition (HD) services from the BBC and ITV. Fea is a not-for-profit organisa-
tion and is a joint venture between the BBC and.I{Wisit www.freesat.co.uk




Good news for the parishes

After a year of declining asset values, the Ch@ommissioners have reassured
Church of England dioceses that they still intemddntinue their present level of sup-
port at planned levels through to the end of 2010.

They say that they even ‘*hope’ to maintain the enirfevel of support for dioceses in
cash terms into 2011-13, “even if there are somtdu falls in the markets” - but “we
make no commitment at this stage”. The positiohhe reviewed at the end of 2009
when conditions will be re-assessed.

The Church Commissioners contribute around 15perpbund to the cost of the
Church of England's mission - most of the balarmmaes from the generous giving of
today's parishioners.

The Commissioners manage an investment portfolivetd from the Church's historic
resources that includes stock market investmentscammercial, residential and rural
property investments. They look after this as @t@rm resource for both current and
future generations balancing their needs in athefr decision-making

... | thought my church attendance figures would benefit from some ‘quantitative easing’...
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Dear Friends

At this time of year, with summer approaching, welably start to
think about going on holiday or taking some time with family.

We all need to slow down sometimes and have a ehfrom our
daily and weekly routines, to refresh ourselvethsd we come back
reinvigorated and renewed mentally and physically.

| wonder how much we also look after our spirithalth during
these special times, to change our nor-

mal spiritual routines and to look afresh

at what God might be wanting us to do.

It may be that we could take, as well as

a novel, a book which might inspire us

to pray better. Or we could make time

to read our Bibles, maybe by setting out

to discover a book of the Bible we're

not too familiar with. Another way to

commune with God might be to find a

quiet spot wherever we are and to take

time out to try to hear what God is try-

ing to say to us in our daily lives. With our nolrbasy routines of-
ten it's hard to hear and holidays can be a gogebdpnity just to do
less talking and more listening.

So maybe this year, as you do your packing you tratgo think
about how you could get in touch with Jesus afrasl,just pop
something extra into your bag which will help yaucome closer to
God this summer.

Yours in Christ



One for the kids! Print-off page and fill in the bHanks.
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Where there’'s smoke...

One Sunday morning when my son, David, was abuet e were attending a
church in our community. It was common for the ptes to invite the children
to the front of the church and have a small lessdore beginning the sermon.
He would bring in an item they could find around tiouse and relate it to a
teaching from the Bible.

This particular morning, the visual aid for hisdes was a smoke detector. He
asked the children if anyone knew what it meantwdue alarm sounded from
the smoke detector. My son immediately raised argdh“It means Daddy's
cooking dinner."
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Elbow room

A grandmother was giving directions to her growamgison who was coming
to visit with his wife: "You come to the front doof the block of flats. | am in
flat 342. There is a big panel at the door. Witkiryelbow push button 342. |
will buzz you in. Come inside, the elevator istba right. Get in, and with
your elbow hit 3. When you get out | am on the. [éfith your elbow, hit my
doorbell.”

"Sure Grandma, that sounds easy, but why am hbittll these buttons with
my elbow?"

"You mean you're coming empty handed?"

*%

Bath-time

Sir Winston Churchill used to rehearse his speeahesery opportunity. One
morning, when Sir Winston was in his tub, his véleard his voice speaking
sternly above the splashing. Opening the dooashked; “Were you speaking
to me, sir?”

“No, of course not,” replied Churchill, annoyedtia¢ interruption. “Couldn’t
you tell? | was addressing the House of Commons.”



Hope not hate:At the back of church are leaflets from the orgatios

Hope not Hate, a campaign backed by all the mdwisGan denominations,
relevant to the upcoming European Elections in d&ntkthe advertising
campaign being used by one of the parties involRPéehase pick up a leaflet
if you are interested in finding out more.

Elections to Diocesan Synotbr the next 3 years will be happening shortly.
Anyone on the electoral roll can be nominated. $8d¢hink and pray about
whether you are being called to this ministry.dlywould like to be consid-
ered please let Carole know ready for when the &momination papers
come out.

Flowers: Please could anyone ordering flowers from thadtqglease let me
know so that | can make arrangements for colletdigivery; also, include
the name of the person (if they so wish) for whbm ftowers are placed on
the monthly Flower /Remembrance sheet (in the p8rch

It may also an idea if those wishing to place flesvia the church wrote their
names on the Weekly Flower List, which is on theaiééoBoard at the back
of the church room. Thankdean Young01913 773572).

Deanery Evensongbook in your diaries now! Will be at St Andrew’syA
cliffe Village on Sunday 14th June at 7.00 pm. Clpoactice will be at St
Luke’s, Ferryhill at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 10th June

Sing for Life Hymnathon: Thanks to all those who played, sang, made re-
freshments and helped in any way, also those wbhnssped and supported
us.



25th May 7.00 pm Mothers’ Union Bee & Meeting

You can contact Rev’d Carole Lloyd on:
Tel :01388 720243
emailcarole.lloyd@amnos.co.uk

A Church Warden is usually available at Church each
Tuesday between 10.00 - 11.00 am to assistesitjuiries.

Magazine/Website information
emaileditor@stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk




03/05/09 Easter 4 09.15 am Communion by Extension

10/05/09 Easter 5 09.15 am Holy Communion

17/05/09 Easter 6 11.00 am Family Communion
24/05/09 Easter 7 09.15 am Holy Communion

31/05/09 Pentecost Kelloe 11.00 am Holy Communion
07/06/09 Trinity Sunday 09.15 am Holy Communion

14/06/09 Trinity 1 09.15 am Holy Communion

21/06/09 Trinity 2 11.00 am Family Communion
28/06/09 Trinity 3 09.15 am Holy Communion

05/07/09 Trinity 4 09.15 am Holy Communion

Tuesdays | Holy Communion 09.15 am Holy Communion

CL Carole Lloyd
DG David Garratt
KL Keith Lumsden
Lle Les Lewis

RN Rosemary Nixon
MK Martin King




