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Remembrance  
 
Have you seen the film ‘Saving Pri-
vate Ryan’? The first twenty minutes 
of the film is a powerful account of 
war, portraying the first landing 
crafts arriving at the Normandy 
beaches on D Day. The film success-
fully brings to life the events of that 
day, as a vivid act of remembrance.  
 
From a biblical perspective, the word 
remembrance means making present 
a past reality, so that we can benefit 
from it today. On Remembrance 

Sunday we think about those who have given their lives in wars over the 
years, as well as those who continue to grieve over their lost loved ones. We 
want to make their sacrifice in past conflicts real for us today, so that we can 
engage with the horror of war and those enduring suffering today.  
 
It involves dealing with the why question in the face of relentless tragedies 
and injustices: why does God allow such suffering to take place? One of the 
great themes of the Scriptures is that God identifies with the suffering. But 
the Christian faith goes beyond this! It affirms that in Jesus, God’s son, di-
vinity became involved in suffering and death on the cross. It is at Calvary 
that we see how God himself knows what it is to lose a loved one in an un-
provoked attack. ‘I could never myself believe in God if it were not for the 
Cross. In the real world of pain, how could one worship a God who was im-
mune to it?’ (John Stott).  
 
Although we don’t fully understand the reason why God allows evil and suf-



fering to continue, we do know what the reason isn’t! It can’t be that he does-
n’t love us! God so loved us and hates suffering that he was willing to come 
down and get involved in our hurting world. This can be a source of real 
strength on such an occasion.  
 
However, how can we ensure that those who have given their lives are truly 
honoured, not forgetting those who are risking their lives in conflicts today? 
An appropriate response is to actively work and pray for justice in our world, 
especially where there is inequality and conflict. In a divided world we are 
also called to renew our efforts to work for peace. We need to be serious 
about being peacemakers, especially where it involves those close to us. As 
Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of 
God’ (Matt 5:9). 
 
 ** 
 
[Editor:   Paul Hardingham  from his ever popular ‘Sermon Notebook’ series] 
 
 
 
 Hope in the Darkness  

Say not the struggle naught availeth, 
The labour and the wounds are vain, 
The enemy faints not, nor faileth, 
And as things have been so they remain... 
 
If hopes were dupes, fears may be liars; 
It may be in yon smoke concealed, 
Your comrades chase e’en now the fliers, 
And, but for you, possess the field. 
 
And not by eastern windows only, 
When daylight comes, comes in the light; 
In front the sun climbs slow, how slowly! 
But westward, look, the land is bright! 

From a poem by Arther Hugh Clough 1819 -1861  



 
The other side of the door 
 
A very sick man visited his doctor in a small rural village.  As he was 
leaving, he suddenly blurted out:  "Doctor, I am afraid to die.  You go 
to church on Sundays.  Tell me what lies on the other side." 
 
Very quietly the doctor said, "I don't know." 
 
"You don't know?  You, a Christian man, do not know what is on the 
other side?" 
 
The doctor was holding the handle of the door; on the other side of 
which came a sound of scratching and whining.  He opened the door 
and the patient’s spaniel sprang into the room and leaped on him with 
an eager show of gladness. 
 
Turning to the patient, the doctor said, "Did you notice your dog? He's 
never been in this room before.  He didn't know what was inside.  He 
knew nothing except that his master was here, and when the door 
opened he sprang in without fear.  
 
”I know little of what is on the other side of death, but I do know one 
thing: I know my Master is there, and that is enough. And when the 
door opens, I shall pass through with no fear, but with gladness." 
 



Vicar’s Letter 
 

 

Dear Friends,  

I wonder whether you’ve started get-
ting ready for Christmas yet. I’ve 
made my Christmas cake and have 
started to buy some Christmas pre-
sents and, of course have started think-
ing about Christmas services. The 
thing is, it’s important that we’re 
ready – to get to Christmas morning 
with no presents, Christmas pudding, 
sprouts or Carols to sing etc. would be 
unthinkable.  

But as Christians we also need to think about how we can prepare for Christmas spiritu-
ally and that is why we have the season of Advent which this year it begins on Sunday 
November 29th. It’s a time of preparation. For 4 Sundays before Christmas Day we 
reflect on God’s action in history as he prepared His people for the arrival of the Mes-
siah, Jesus Christ. 

Advent is a time of waiting and I imagine most of us are not good at waiting. If we’re at 
a ‘bus stop we get impatient for the ‘bus to come; in a supermarket we always try to 
find the shortest queue and get annoyed when the till roll runs out just as we get to the 
front or we get stressed when we get caught in one of those slow moving traffic queues 
at roadworks. Today maybe Advent gets caught up too much in the Christmas ‘event’. 
Looking forward to Christmas often means that we bring it forward, we start Christmas 
celebrations early and often by the time Christmas itself comes we’ve had enough of the 
decorations which are now gathering dust, and have heard Christmas muzak until it 
makes us nauseous.  

Some hark back to the days when the Christmas tree didn’t go up and Christmas Carols 
weren’t sung until Christmas Eve. Advent was properly Advent and Christmas was 
Christmas. So how can we in the Church learn how to wait better? How can we reclaim 
Advent.  

First of all we need to learn to savour the future whilst staying in the present and finding 
meaning in the waiting. Waiting can be a nurturing time, think of pregnancy, it isn’t a 
passive waiting but an active waiting – just like the time leading up to Christmas inevi-
tably is. So let us savour the time of waiting, it is an in between time, a time when we 
can sharpen our insight and deepen our walk with God so that the whole of our life is 
affected. 

Secondly we look backwards to God’s overall purpose which was fulfilled in the birth 
of Jesus whilst also looking forward with anticipation to the end times. God’s act of 



salvation was understood in terms of His promises made to the Patriarchs – Abraham & Sarah 
and their descendants and through the prophets, most significantly Isaiah. The message 
throughout is that God breaks through into our world; creating, liberating, healing, raising 
from the dead. And so we wait for something that has already happened, knowing that it will 
happen again. That is what New Testament hope is all about – not a vague and woolly hope, 
but a certain hope that God will finally bring all things under his Lordship. 

And this leads to the third and final dimension of Advent 
- waiting for the future. End time theology can be prob-
lematic – the early Christians expected Jesus to return in 
their lifetimes, but clearly that hasn’t happened. And so 
we’re living in the in-between times, between the begin-
ning of the end and the end of the end. The biblical vision 
of waiting for the future is one that needs an acceptance 
of the reality of our current situation and a determination 
to change it. The glimmers of God’s glory that we see 
exist to strengthen our resolve to strive to make God’s 
kingdom more present on earth each day. Waiting for the 
future then begins to transform the present. 

Advent, then calls us to a state of active waiting, a state that recognises and embraces the glim-
mers of God’s presence in the world, that recalls and celebrates God’s historic, yet ever-
present actions and speaks the truth about the almost-but-not-quite-yet nature of our present 
Christian living. Most of all Advent summons us to the present moment, to a still yet active, a 
tranquil yet steadfast commitment to the life we live now. It is this to which Advent beckons 
us, and without it our Christian journey is impoverished. 

   



Operation Christmas Child – it’s shoe box time! 
 
There is a child somewhere who is depending on YOU for his/her 
Christmas present this year.  If you don’t send it, they won’t get it – or 
anything else, for that matter.    
 
Each year more than a million shoe boxes leave the UK filled with small 
gifts for children.  Through Operation Christmas Child, the world’s larg-
est children’s Christmas appeal,  more than a million children in parts of 
Africa, Central Asia and Eastern Europe are able to enjoy something of 
the joys of Christmas. 
 
Operation Christmas Child has now been going for 19 years, and last 
year alone sent 1.2 million shoeboxes from the UK.  It is only possible 
with the amazing support of hundreds of thousands of people like your-
self.   The scheme is simple:  OCC works by taking YOUR gift-filled 
shoebox – packed and wrapped, and taken to one of the local drop-off 
points, and hand-delivering it to a child in need overseas. 
 
All shoeboxes are given to children in need, with no regard to their 
background or beliefs. OCC works with local partners on the ground to 
ensure that your gift-filled shoebox is delivered with integrity and with 
respect to the local culture. 
 
Where culturally appropriate, our overseas partners will make available 
a booklet of Bible stories, which gives a message of hope and an expla-
nation of the true meaning of Christmas - God's gift of his son, Jesus. 
 
So if you would like to join the Operation Christmas Child campaign 
this year, and send a poor child the only Christmas present they are 
likely to get,  it’s easy.  Begin by visiting 
www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk. 
 
What gifts go best in a shoe box headed abroad?   These gifts are fine.. 
Toys: Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw, yo-yo, building 
blocks, small musical instrument. For boys trucks and cars, for girls 
dolls, clip on earrings etc. 
Educational supplies: Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, 
colouring book, notepad, picture or puzzle book, chalk, pencil case, 



stickers etc. 
Hygiene items: Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair clips, bar of 
soap, flannel etc. 
Other items: Sweets (sell by date to be at least March of the following year), 
gloves, scarf, sunglasses, cap, hat, bangles, necklaces etc. 
 
** 
Ready Steady Slow …. the Advent countdown begins 
 
Now you can ponder the planet with the Church of England's 2009 Advent 
campaign,  and enjoy some creation time-out. The online Advent calendar 
www.whywearewaiting.com 
(from November 29 but take a look now and sign up) will have daily videos, 
podcasts, thoughts and challenges on environmental issues linking with the 
vital UN Climate Change talks in Copenhagen this December.  It urges you to 
slow down - for the planet's sake - this Advent.  
 
** 
Online for Advent: Mary and Joseph – the Road Movie 
 
If you think local nativity plays are charming/hilarious, give yourself a treat and visit 
a website called:  www.paperlesschristmas.org.uk.  You won’t regret it! 
 
Those clever people at Jerusalem Productions and the Bible Reading Fellowship have 
brought the story of Mary and Joseph up to date – and how.   This online Advent pro-
duction certainly gives the Christmas story a fresh and original makeover.   
 
The Adventures of Mary and Joseph: The Road Movie will run throughout Advent, 
and will soon have you hooked.  Tell your friends about it, and spread the poignancy 
of the old Christmas story in a fun, funny and thought-provoking way. 
 
Here is what some people who have already seen paperlesschristmas have said about 
it: 
 
The Road movie is great and so imaginative.  - Roger Royle, BBC broadcaster 
 
The most convincing Mary and Joseph I've ever seen, it is proof Christmas can be fun. 
 Dr James Rosenthal,  President, St Nicholas Society, London Internet Church 
 
Delightful...It's the future. John Simpson CBE 



Could you help to save our bees? 
 
There is now world-wide concern about the future of bees, 
which don’t just produce honey but play a vital role in pol-
linating food plants and other crops. About a third of our 
human diet depends directly on these little creatures. 
 
As viewers of recent TV programmes (including those 
fronted by the bee-keeping BBC presenter Martha Kear-
ney) will have seen, many keepers have seen their hives destroyed by the mysterious 
colony-collapse and other diseases. Here in the UK we are losing our bee population 
at around 20 per cent a year (up from just six per cent in 2003). 
 
Fortunately, our bees have two powerful allies in the Co-operative Movement and 
the National Federation of Women’s Institutes, which have both launched campaigns 
on the issue. A new film (‘Vanishing of the Bees’) had its UK general release in Oc-
tober.  
 
The UK government has promised (but not yet delivered) £10 million over five years 
for research into the reasons for the decline in pollinating insects and ways to solve 
the problems. If that sounds a lot of money, remember that in that period bee pollina-
tion would contribute an estimated £1 billion to the national economy. 
 
Without necessarily keeping bees themselves, there are many ways in which indi-
viduals can help. Honey bees rely on garden flowers for a diverse diet of nectar and 
pollen. You can encourage them into your garden by planting single-flowering plants 
and vegetables. Buy local honey if you can to support local bee-keepers. But don’t 
put unwashed honey jars outside the back door -- imported honey may contain bacte-
ria or spores that can harm honey bees, perhaps infecting a whole colony. 
 
You could invite a bee-keeper to come and give an illustrated talk to a local group. 
Ask your local authority to plant more flowers that attract bees in gardens, round-
abouts and open spaces. Provide water for bees to drink. A shallow-edged dish with 
pebbles in it (to help bees climb in and out) is ideal. Or welcome bees to your garden 
with a bee box which helps them shelter from the rain or from a sudden drop in tem-
perature  
(www.GoneGardening.com). 
 
For information and guidance, contact the British Beekeepers Association at the Na-
tional Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Warks, CV8 2LG. The website is at 
www.britishbee.org.uk 
 
** 



Smile-lines  
 
Some thoughts on genealogy 
 
~ Genealogy:  tracing yourself back to better people. 
~ I trace my family history so I will know who to blame. 
~ Can a first cousin, once removed, return? 
~ Searching for lost relatives?  Find them fast - win the lottery! 
~ Do you even WANT ancestors? 
 
** 
 
Harder 
 
Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are 
going dead?  
 
** 
 
Still 
 
We childproof our homes, but they are still getting in. 
 
** 
  
Worried son 
 
As my five-year-old son and I were heading to McDonald's one day, we passed a 
car accident. Usually when we see something terrible like that, we say a prayer for 
whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and said to my son, "We should pray."  
From the back seat I heard his earnest voice: "Dear God, please don't let those cars 
block the entrance to McDonald's." 
  
 ** 
 
Wake 
 
Shortly after my husband passed away, one of my daughter's Jewish friends ap-
proached her with a question. "Kate," he said, "I've never attended a Catholic 
wake before. What is the significance of the widow not wearing shoes?"  
Kate replied, "My mum's feet hurt." 
  
 ** 



And finally…. when insults had class  
 
These glorious insults are from an era before the English language got boiled down 
to four-letter words and a “you”... 
 
"He is a self-made man and worships his creator." - John Bright  
 
"I've just learned about his illness. Let's hope it's nothing trivial." - Irvin S. Cobb 
 
"He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of dullness in others." -  Samuel Johnson  
 
"He is simply a shiver looking for a spine to run up." - Paul Keating  
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Flowers 
 
Please contact Jean Young prior to having flowers delivered to Church.  
 
Donations for flowers for Christmas would be very gratefully received   

 Would anyone who feels they can spare an hour or so once a month (on a rota) 
to arrange altar and occasionally pulpit flowers, please contact Jean to dis-
cuss.  Some months there will be nothing to do, just to change flower water.  It 
would be really good to have a small team of people involved.  

 I'm sure all will agree that the church looks so lovely with flowers to enhance 
the already beautiful interior of the building.    

Also help for the major festivals would be very much appreciated.   If anyone 
would like to place flower arrangements in the church over Christmas, please let 
Jean  know so that she can incorporate these into the plans which we have made 
and ensure space is made available. 

If anyone would like the name of the person who flowers are placed for during 
December and Christmas,included on the notice in the porch, could they please 
let me know in good time so I can arrange for them to be included. Thanks ! 

 
Parish  News 
 
Local news. Parish Registers, etc., will be reported in  December  online and  
printed issue. 
 
 
 
 



Advent service 
 
 We shall be celebrating the start of Advent with our friends from our Lo-
cality at 6.00 pm on the 29th November at Holy Trinity, Cornforth. 
 
Deanery Evensong  
 
St Luke's, Ferryhill on Sunday 22nd November at 6.30 pm. Choir practice - 
St Luke's 7.00 pm on Monday 16th . 
 
One Generation from Extinction 
 
An evening with Mark Griffiths to examine how the church seeks to reach 
unchurched children in the 21st Century. Entry is £5.00 which will be re-
imbursed by the church. If you would like to go please have a word with 
Carole who will arrange the bookings. Tuesday November 24th 7.30 pm - 
9.45 pm. 
 
Swine flu 
 
we have received the latest advice from the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York regarding the extra hygiene we should observe during the Swine Flu 
pandemic. At present, there has been an increase in cases and so they advise 
that we should continue to take extra precautions and so I shall continue us-
ing intinction at Holy Communion, as at present. 



                          Parish Registers 
 

      Holy Baptism – Welcomed into God’s family 
 

 
 
 
      
 Funerals  –  Commended into God’s keeping 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Burial of Ashes  

 
 16th September Elizabeth Clark 79 Years 

7th  August Sylvia Wilkinson 75  Years 

3rd September Gordon Edward Lynne 80  Years 

10th September George William Barron 78  Years 

   6th September Charles Brown  

 20th September Rhys  Wilson  
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Date Altar  Pulpit  Chancel 

4th October 2009 Berriman family Mrs K.Lynn   

11th  Mrs M. Iseton   Mrs M. Mains 

18th  Mrs N.North    

25th     

     

 8th Mrs  M. Vaulks    

 1st November 2009     

15th     

22nd ADVENT  - only 
flowers  on alter 

  

7th December 2009 Mrs E. Brown   

29th/30th Mrs R. Oliver   

    

Christmas Mrs S. Prest Mrs C. Pears Mrs M .Mains 



 
   
  23rd November   7.00 pm         Mothers’ Union Service & Meeting 
 
             Check the Notice Board and the website for changes! 
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You can contact Rev’d Carole Lloyd on: 
           Tel   : 01388 720243 
           email: carole.lloyd@amnos.co.uk 
 
A Church Warden is usually available at Church each 
Tuesday between 10.00  -   11.00 am to assist with enquiries. 
 
Magazine/Website information   
          email: editor@stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk 
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                                            www.stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk 

                               
                     1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays 
                   9.15 am  Sung Communion 
 

                          3rd Sunday 
                 11.00 am   Family Communion 
 
 
                               
 

                                   Tuesdays 
                      9.15 am  Communion 
              
            Services usually held at St. Mary’s. 
           Occasionally Sunday Services held at 
                      St. Helen’s, Kelloe.  
 
       Please see Noticeboard/Website 
  for information concerning services 
  and other events held at St. Mary’s. 
 

SUNDAY 

  WEEKDAYS  

                    COFFEE MORNINGS 
                Tuesdays & Thursdays 
                        10.00  -  11.00 am 

             SERVICES 


