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 ‘HE GAVE US EYES TO 
            SEE THEM’ 
 
At this time of the year churches up and 
down the land will be celebrating Har-
vest Thanksgiving, and they will be 
filled with the good things of God’s 
creation as an expression of the earth’s 
bounty and God’s generosity to us. Win-
dow ledges and pulpits and porches will 
be sporting displays of fruit and vegeta-
bles, of tinned goods and packet food to 
remind us of these truths. 
 

But I doubt if any of them will be arranged like the subject of this month’s 
painting: ‘Autumn’ by Giuseppe Archimboldo. 
 
He was an Italian artist who began his painting career as a student of Leonardo 
da Vinci, but moved to Vienna and Prague when he was appointed the court 
painter for the Hapsburg emperors. His duties included copying portraits for the 
imperial family and planning colourful pageants for royal parties. And in his 
spare time he gave expression to his own imaginative sense of fun, painting ar-
rangements of vegetables, fruit and other natural objects to form faces celebrat-
ing the four seasons and the elements. 
 
Children learn this form of art early on at school when they arrange pieces of 
carrot and peas to depict funny or sad faces. At the other extreme there are 
those sophisticated arrangements of fish and the riches of the sea for those 
lucky enough to shop in Harrod’s Food Hall in London.  



And there is this painting, ‘Autumn.’ 
 
As we look at it, we can see grapes and apples, a pumpkin and a potato, 
mushrooms, nuts, leaves and flowers forming a quirky, slightly pagan face, 
reminiscent of the Green Man found in carvings in Rosslyn Chapel and other 
churches. But Archimboldo’s painting is executed with a sense of carefree 
relish and fun: the gifts of creation brought together in a spirit of enjoyment. 
Here, says the artist, are the good gifts of creation: look on them and enjoy 
them. That is the Harvest message: God’s gifts to us, preaching a richness 
and a variety that point to God as Lord of creation. 
 
As we give thanks for the fruits of the earth at this Harvest, we can remem-
ber our Lord’s words: ‘Consider the lilies of the field.’ In other words, ask 
yourself: what is it that you see as you look on these gifts? Just the bounty of 
creation or signs of a generous Creator?  
 
Archimboldo invites us all to celebrate Harvest with a sense of delight and 
exhilaration as we rejoice in God’s creation and praise him for all that is . 
 
[ Editor: Part of a series ‘ God in the Arts’, by the Rev Michael Burgess. ] 
 
Angels Not Pumpkins! 
 
31st October has become an evening which many people fear, particularly the eld-
erly and vulnerable, who are uneasy about opening the door on a dark night.  Many 
worry about the  kind of trick which might be played on them.   
 
Now a Christian company, Silent Lights, is offering free ways to help people to 
celebrate the positive aspects of All Hallows Eve, the night before All Saints Day.  
 
A number of churches and families now arrange alternative parties for their chil-
dren, so they can dress up as angels or in bright colours and have fun without any of 
the risk or offence of trick or treating.  An outline of craft ideas based around the 
theme of Light is available free from www.silentlights.co.uk 
 
Many people have ‘trick or treaters’ arrive at their front door. Silent Lights has de-
signed a gift tag which can be attached to some gift wrapped treats.  The gift tag has 
a simple message stating the Christian view point.  There is space on the tag to print 
your own message or local organisation contact details.  Sheets of gift tags and leaf-
lets can be downloaded free from the ‘get involved’ section of their website 
www.silentlights.co.uk/tags 
 
For anyone who likes to bake, Silent Lights even offers a pumpkin muffin recipe. 



 

All Hallows Eve 
 
Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots with the Celtic peoples of pre
-Christian times. 
 
In those long-ago days, on the last night of October, the Celts celebrated the 
Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.  The priests, or Druids, performed 
ceremonies to thank and honour the sun.  For there was a very dark side to all 
this: Samhain also signalled the onset of winter,  a time when it was feared 
that unfriendly ghosts, nature-spirits, and witches roamed the earth, creating 
mischief.  So the Druid priests lit great bonfires and performed magic rites to 
ward off or appease these dark supernatural powers. 
 
Then the Romans arrived, and brought their Harvest Festival which honoured 
the Goddess Pomona with gifts of apples and nuts. The two festivals slowly 
merged. 
 
When Christianity arrived still later, it began to replace the Roman and Druid 
religions.  1 November - All Saints’ Day - was dedicated to all Christian Mar-
tyrs and Saints who had died.  It was called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening 
before became an evening of prayer and preparation and was called ‘All Hal-
lows’ Eve’, The Holy Evening, later shortened to ‘Halloween’. 
 
For many centuries, however, fear of the supernatural remained strong.  Dur-
ing the Middle Ages, animal costumes and frightening masks were worn to 
ward off the evil spirits of darkness on Halloween.  Magic words and charms 
were used to keep away bad luck, and everybody believed that witches ride 
about on broomsticks.  Fortune telling was popular, and predicting the future 
by the use of nuts and apples was so popular that Halloween is still sometimes 
known as Nutcrack Night or Snap-Apple Night. 
 
Today, Christians have learned to turn to prayer instead of charms to over-
come the powers of darkness.   And the deeper, true meaning of All Hallows’ 
Eve, should not be forgotten.  As Christians, we all draw closer to Christ 
when we remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for others who 
have gone before us through the gates of death. 



Vicar’s Letter 
 

 

Dear Friends,  

I’m writing to you whilst on holiday in the Cotswolds, taking some time 
out from the business and the busyness of the parishes.  

This year there seems to be an inordinate amount of fruit on the bushes 
and trees in the hedgerows and we have been able to share in this bounty 
during out time here as we have enjoyed blackberries and windfall apples 
collected on our travels around the area. 

And yet this time out also gives time for reflec-
tion and, with this blackberry picking in mind, 
some words of Elizabeth Barrett Browning from 
Aurora Leigh seem appropriate: 

 

‘Earth’s crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush afire with God. 
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes; 
The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries.’ 

 

Of course Elizabeth Barrett Browning is referring to Moses’ encounter 
with God in the burning bush in Exodus 3. Here was Moses, looking af-
ter his father-in law’s animals in the wilderness, presumably looking for 
good pasture, when he suddenly notices a bush, engulfed in flames – pos-
sibly something not too uncommon in a hot, dry climate. And yet Moses 
notices something odd about the bush, it was not being consumed by the 
fire.  

Clearly Moses could have shrugged his shoulders and moved on – got on 
with his every day tasks, maybe wondered about the bush at a later time. 
But, no, Moses took time out from what he was doing, from his normal 
pattern of existence, and by doing so encountered God and discovered 
God’s much greater purpose for him. 

It seems there are times to pick the blackberries and times when we need 



to stand back and reflect that earth is indeed crammed with heaven. Remember 
Jesus’ encounter with Martha and Mary at their home in Bethany. Mary takes 
the time to sit at Jesus feet and when Martha complains that she has all the 
work to do, Jesus commends Mary saying that she has chosen the better way. 
It isn’t that we should abandon all responsibility for the tasks that need to be 
done, but we do need to take time to find out whether the things that we are 
doing are really what God wants us to do. 

If we content ourselves with sitting round the bush and picking blackberries, 
we risk getting caught in an unhealthy preoccupation where our routine is just 
that and becomes drudgery and lacks any joy. We need to take time to seek out 
God and remind ourselves of the wonderful reality that he is present in the eve-
ryday and accompanies on our journey through life, whether we’re aware of it 
or not.   

It is the awareness of his pres-
ence that brings the joy and 
lightens the load of our daily 
lives, making the routine into 
joyful witness to the fact that 
the earth is, indeed, crammed 
with heaven.  

 

   



When they ask – make sure they receive 
 
Young children ask a lot questions – some of them at the worst possible moment! 
 
But their endless   ‘why is’... ‘why does...’ aren’t intended to drive you mad – 
they are just trying to make sense of the world around them.   Asking questions is 
a vital part of a child’s mental development.   
 
So psychologists urge parents to try and have the patience to deal with each ques-
tion as truthfully as possible, so that the child feels rewarded for wanting knowl-
edge.   Encouraging curiosity in a child will help him or her develop faster and 
more creatively.  Children who are punished for asking questions are being men-
tally restricted and discouraged.  This could have long term consequences for ill 
on their lives. 
 
But psychologists also offer some comfort to parents.  It is not necessary to an-
swer every question the exact moment the child asks it; you can always turn the 
question back on the child by asking them what they think, and if you don’t know 
the answer, you can always ‘take’ the child with you to find the answer in a book 
on on-line.   When your child asks you about your past, it is okay to admit to mis-
takes, because then the child learns that adults are fallible, and that mistakes can 
be put right. 
 
If some of your child’s questions really floor you,  you might find a recent book 
by Emma Cook to be of help.  She is a journalist at the The Times who has writ-
ten a book to help parents answer some of those difficult/impossible questions.   
‘Ask Your Father’ (Short Books) is available on Amazon (£4.94) 
 
** 



Smile-lines  
 
 
Right resting place 
 
The new vicar was a bit of an efficiency expert, whose obsession was to move 
around the hymnbooks, the notice-sheets, the magazines, the guides, and most of the 
other portable things in his church, in search of the perfect place.  From porch to 
display stand to table to vestry to side chapel – round and round various things 
went, week by week. 
 
After several months, a visitor approached a harassed churchwarden before church 
one morning, and asked if he could tell her where the copies of the church guides 
were kept.  “No, I’m sorry, he said wearily.  “But if you just stand here a while, I’m 
sure you’ll see them go by!” 
 
** 
 
Arrested 
 
It was the end of the day when I parked my police van in front of the station. As I 
gathered my equipment, my K-9 partner, Jake, was barking, and I saw a little boy 
on the pavement staring in at me.  “Is that a dog you got back there?” he asked. 
 
“It sure is,” I replied. 
 
Wide-eyed, the boy looked at me and then towards the back of the van. Finally he 
ventured:  “What'd he do, then?” 
 
** 
 
Toothsome 
 
When I had a job delivering lunches to elderly house-bound people, I used to take 
my four-year-old daughter on my afternoon rounds. She was unfailingly intrigued 
by the various appliances of old age, particularly the canes, walkers and wheel-
chairs. One day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a glass. As I 
braced myself for the inevitable barrage of questions, she merely turned and whis-
pered, 'The tooth fairy will never believe this!' 
 
** 
 





St James the Least of All   
 
Editor:     The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek let-
ters from ‘Uncle Eustace’… 
 
On what to do about swine flu in church 

The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 
The concern you show for the welfare of your parishioners during the 
current ‘flu epidemic does you credit – although I am unsure of the con-
tinued effectiveness of your ‘ministry of welcome’, when those beaming 
smiles of your ‘welcomers’ will be hidden behind surgical masks.   And 
surely, disinfecting the hymn books after each service is a little too en-
thusiastic?  Won’t the pages simply dissolve in the end? 
 
Also, must you condemn those with even slight sniffles to sit encased in 
large plastic bags behind glass screens?  That is unlikely to make new-
comers feel that they are being warmly  greeted. And I have never before 
heard of passing the peace with gardening gloves on.  Won’t people think 
it odd? 
 
Finally, I must observe that obliging your entire congregation to paddle 
through a disinfectant pool as they leave the church is unusual practise.  
It will make people feel they are in the public baths – although I concede 
that the architecture of the two buildings has much in common. 
 
We take a rather more robust attitude to viral attack here at St. James the 
Least. The use of the chalice was only reluctantly suspended during the 
Black Death and – apart from the one Sunday when Mrs Clapton lost her 
teeth in it, has been used at every service since. Colonel Addleshaw is 
safe from the virus, since it could never survive the alcohol levels in his 
blood stream and a glare from Lady Millcheam would freeze any unwel-
come visitor at a hundred yards. 
 
 



Dear, romantic Miss Mompesson suggested we hold future services in 
the open air, but the thought of Mr Charnley losing his wig yet again in 
anything greater than a light breeze and the choir looking like galleons in 
full sail, made the idea unworkable – especially as it would oblige Lord 
Melchett to sit with everyone else and not in the family pew, where he 
can read the Sunday papers unobserved by the rest of the congregation. 
 
There have, however, been some unintended benefits to the health scare. 
It has enabled me to cancel the coming visit of the bishop, explaining that 
we are far too concerned for his health. Also, as a way of containing the 
spread of the contagion, I have stopped visiting parishioners and do not 
allow anyone to call at the rectory. All evening meetings are suspended, I 
refuse to visit the village school and risk contaminating the children and I 
have made it clear that not stopping to talk to villagers in the street saves 
them from being ravaged by the disease. 
 
Should the ‘flu epidemic continue for some time, it would be a sadness I 
could learn to bear. 
 
Your loving uncle,  Eustace 
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Communion by Extension   
 
Christine Pears and John Davies have both completed a course on taking com-
munion by extension and are now licensed by Bishop Tom to perform these 
services at St. Mary’s.  
 
Sound and Induction Loop system 
 
We are finally on the last lap for approval for the new sound system 
for our Church. We are optimistic that installation will be completed early No-
vember.   
 
Mothers’ Union 
 
In July The Mothers’ Union members and friends had their annual outing to 
Boundary Mill concluding with  our usual meal at Marshall’s Fish Restaurant. 
 
In September a very successful coffee morning was held which raised £183 for 
Church Funds..  
 
Many thanks to all helpers and for donations given.  A great effort!  
 
Mrs N. Short 
Mothers’ Union Leader 
 
Coffee Mornings 
 
August coffee mornings raised £265.97. 
 
Flowers 
 
Please contact Jean Young prior to having flowers delivered to Church.  Jean is 
also very grateful for any contributions to the  Flower Fund. 
 Many thanks! 



Lives Remembered 
 
We recently sadly lost two stalwart members of our congregation: 
 
Billy Barron  
 
Billy died in hospital on1st September . He was a very committed member of 
both the PCC and a long standing member of the choir; from 11 years old! 
 
The Tuesday and Thursday  Coffee Mornings will be all the quieter as we 
miss the laughter he created among the ladies! 
 
We hope that his wife Irene and family gained some solace from the large 
turn out  for Billy’s funeral. 
 
We will miss him. 
 
 
Marjorie Iseton  
 
Marjorie was a well loved and respected  member of the congregation. A 
PCC , Choir and  Mother’s Union member,  Marjorie was also Assistant 
treasurer for many years. She went about doing  many and varied  jobs in a 
quiet unassuming manner; collecting  voucher money, baking for events, 
making kneelers, doing coffee mornings, looking after the linen and taking 
communion to the sick. She was also M.U. Deanery Treasurer for 12 years.  
She is hugely missed by everyone, especially the people she worked with. A 
true Christian lady. 
 
 
 
 



                          Parish Registers 
 

      Holy Baptism – Welcomed into God’s family 
 

 
 
 
      
 Funerals  –  Commended into God’s keeping 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Burial of Ashes  

 
 16th September Elizabeth Clark 79 Years 

7th  August Sylvia Wilkinson 75  Years 

3rd September Gordon Edward Lynne 80  Years 

10th September George William Barron 78  Years 

   6th September Charles Brown  

 20th September Rhys  Wilson  
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Date Altar  Pulpit  Chancel 

4th October 2009 Berriman family Mrs K.Lynn   

11th  Mrs M. Iseton   Mrs M. Mains 

18th  Mrs N.North    

25th     

     

 8th Mrs  M. Vaulks    

 1st November 2009     

15th     

22nd ADVENT  - only 
flowers  on alter 

  

7th December 2009 Mrs E. Brown   

29th/30th Mrs R. Oliver   

    

Christmas Mrs S. Prest Mrs C. Pears Mrs M .Mains 



 
  26th October       7.00 pm         Mothers’ Union Service & Meeting 
  29th October       7.00 pm         Memorial Service 
  23rd November   7.00 pm         Mothers’ Union Service & Meeting 
 
             Check the Notice Board and the website for changes! 
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You can contact Rev’d Carole Lloyd on: 
           Tel   : 01388 720243 
           email: carole.lloyd@amnos.co.uk 
 
A Church Warden is usually available at Church each 
Tuesday between 10.00  -   11.00 am to assist with enquiries. 
 
Magazine/Website information   
          email: editor@stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk 
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                                            www.stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk 

                               
                     1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays 
                   9.15 am  Sung Communion 
 

                          3rd Sunday 
                 11.00 am   Family Communion 
 
 
                               
 

                                   Tuesdays 
                      9.15 am  Communion 
              
            Services usually held at St. Mary’s. 
           Occasionally Sunday Services held at 
                      St. Helen’s, Kelloe.  
 
       Please see Noticeboard/Website 
  for information concerning services 
  and other events held at St. Mary’s. 
 

SUNDAY 

  WEEKDAYS  

                    COFFEE MORNINGS 
                Tuesdays & Thursdays 
                        10.00  -  11.00 am 

             SERVICES 


