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There is a story that someone asked a Father 
of the early church, Tertullian, to prove the 
existence of God. He replied by showing the 
person a rose. But Tertullian took a risk, for 
while many appreciate the beauty and won-
der of a rose, it is not everyone who sees 
that beauty pointing to God as its creator.  
In one of his hymns, Fr Faber wrote: ‘How 
wonderful creation is, The work which thou 
didst bless, And O! what then must Thou be 
like – Eternal loveliness.‘ A rose can speak 
of beauty and speak of God to some; to oth-
ers a rose is just another flower in the gar-

den. William Blake wrote, ‘The tree which moves some to tears of joy is in the 
eyes of others only a green thing which stands in the way.‘ We know that only 
too well when forests are cut down in the name of progress, and trees that 
have stood for centuries are hewn down in a moment.  
This month‘s work of art is  ‘A Hill Prayer‘ by Maxfield Parrish: it shows a 
man standing in a forest of venerable and imposing trees, and the hills stretch-
ing out behind him. Maxfield Parrish was an American artist, who created 
paintings of brilliant colour and luminosity. The particular cobalt he used was 
known as ‘Parrish blue.‘ Much of his work was for illustrations in books and 
magazines and in advertising. But here is an early drawing of 1897 – a New 
England forest that has a haunting quality about it. He drew it to accompany a 
poem of Marian Warner Wildman where the writer goes into the forest to es-
cape the doubts and worries of the world and to find release and peace. It ends 
with the lines:  
‘ I love thee with a beauty-broken heart  
And worship thee, be whatever thou art.‘  

&�'�'�()��*�+�
����,�(�,	&�'�'�()��*�+�
����,�(�,	&�'�'�()��*�+�
����,�(�,	&�'�'�()��*�+�
����,�(�,	� ���
 



The drawing may evoke for us memories of forests and countryside we have 
explored, with trees towering above us, reaching to the sky, their leaves rus-
tling in the wind and letting shafts of sunlight through. Like the artist, we 
may have wondered at their age and beauty and pondered the mystery of 
creation around us. In their beauty we can glimpse their creator; in the mira-
cle of their life, we can see the bringer of life and eternal life. For scripture 
begins with trees: the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil with the story of how human pride exchanges paradise for hard work 
and toil.  
But the final pages of the Bible describe that tree of life once again: this time 
arching over the river that runs through the heavenly city with leaves that 
bring healing and restoration. And bridging that tree of Genesis and the tree 
of Revelation is the wood of the cross: ‘None in foliage, none in blossom, 
None in fruit thy peer may be.‘ In that tree we can truly glory.  
Autumn will soon be with us, and the magnificence of the trees around will 
fade as their leaves fall and are swept away. After the death of winter, spring 
will come and bring the miracle of new life to their roots and branches, and 
once again we can behold their glory, like the traveller in the forest of Max-
field Parrish‘s drawing – trees that remind us of ‘the one and only noble 
tree‘: the Cross that is the sign of salvation for all seasons and all lives.  
 
[Editor: The Rev Michael Burgess from his series on God in the Arts with ‘A 
Hill Prayer’ by Maxfield Parrish.] 
 
 
And yet...  
 
Jesus had no servants, yet they called him Master. 
Had no degree, yet they called him Teacher.  
Had no medicines, yet they called him Healer.  
Had no army, yet kings feared him.  
He won no military battles, yet he conquered the world. 
He committed no crime, yet they crucified him. 
He was buried in a tomb, yet he lives today.  
 



Do you say grace? 

 
The autumn brings a busy round of meals with other people… but what 
do you say for grace? Preb Michael Harding says: “Often a Grace is used 
at a secular event, e.g. a dining club. Humorous Graces can work on two 
levels: as a shared human amusement, but also with a statement of Chris-
tian gratitude overlaid - a laugh and/or an Amen.”  

So what about using this one next time you share a meal with someone?  

For apéritifs and appetisers,  
entrées and desserts,  
for cheese and biscuits,  
coffee and mints, 
for Rennies, Bismag and Gaviscon  
we thank you, Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

September means back to school time....  
 

Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty.  

Education is what is left over when you subtract what you have forgotten 
from what you have learned.  

A mixture of misery and education is highly explosive. Herbert Samuel  

Human history becomes more and more a race between education and 
catastrophe. HG Wells  

Children are natural mimics - they act like us in spite of all our attempts 
to teach them good manners.   



Vicar’s Letter 
 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

This year we will be celebrating the har-
vest on Sunday 4th October at 4.00 pm. 
It will be a very special event as we are 
combining it with Back to Church Sun-
day, when church members will be in-
viting friends and family to join us. 

Of course many of us are removed from 
how our food is produced. True, we see 
the crops in the field, but how many of 
us know what is actually growing. The 
closest we get to what we eat is in the 
fruit and veg department in the local su-
permarket. If we’re not careful Harvest 
could become little more than a celebra-
tion of supermarkets or the profits of the 
multi-nationals. 

Yet the need to give thanks for our food and for the beauty of our world is 
still fundamental, it seems to be part of our god-given make-up. And so, de-
spite all the problems and uncertainty, the celebration of the Harvest has 
kept its attraction. 

The words of Psalm 65: 6-13 tell of how we are God’s partners in the har-
vest and that is why we give thanks to God for his provision. 

 

You set the mountains in place by your strength, showing your mighty 
power.  
You calm the roar of the seas and the noise of the waves; you calm the up-
roar of the peoples.  
The whole world stands in awe of the great things that you have done. Your 
deeds bring shouts of joy from one end of the earth to the other. 



You show your care for the land by sending rain; you make it rich and fertile. 
You fill the streams with water; you provide the earth with crops. This is how 
you do it:  
you send abundant rain on the plowed fields and soak them with water; you 
soften the soil with showers and cause the young plants to grow.  
What a rich harvest your goodness provides! Wherever you go there is plenty.  
The pastures are filled with flocks; the hillsides are full of joy.  
The fields are covered with sheep; the valleys are full of wheat. Everything 
shouts and sings for joy.  
 
And as we think about the Harvest from the fields we also must consider the 
harvest of people which Jesus speaks about. Remember John 4:35 - 38 

 

You have a saying, 'Four more months and then the harvest.' But I tell you, 
take a good look at the fields; the crops are now ripe and ready to be har-
vested! The one who reaps the harvest is being paid and gathers the crops for 
eternal life; so the one who plants and the one who reaps will be glad to-
gether. For the saying is true, 'Someone plants, someone 
else reaps.'  

I have sent you to reap a harvest in a field where you 
did not work; others worked there, and you profit from 
their work."  

 

It is part of our mission as Christians to share the good 
news of Jesus with those around us, and that is why we 
are joining the Back to Church initiative this year. 
Please pray about who you might invite and take one or 
more invitation cards. Remember to offer to meet them 
so that they feel comfortable coming into church. As 
one person said, “Coming into a church is probably a bit 
like I would feel entering a bookies alone. I wouldn’t 
know what on earth to do!” 

   



Your Life, Your Choice: Hurry Sickness  
 
Every day we are pressured to cram more and more activities into fewer 
and fewer hours. This has been described as � hurry sickness‘ and it‘s 
something we can all identify with. For example, when did you last at-
tempt to join the slowest checkout queue at the supermarket? Hurry is an 
enemy of our spiritual life, as most things connected with the kingdom of 
God cannot be done in a hurry!  
 
We should draw a distinction between being busy and being hurried. 
Busyness has to do with our outward condition, while hurry is all about 
the state of our souls. It arises from having too many competing priorities 
at any given moment. Jesus was often busy but never hurried! We can 
train ourselves to be less hurried in the following ways, which will help to 
be more in tune with God‘s priorities.  
 
Slowing Down:- To break the hold of a frantic pace of life why not delib-
erately slow down eg walk more slowly or stand at the longest check-out 
queue in the supermarket?  
 
Saying No:- How do our decisions help or hinder our ability to love God 
and others? Looking at your diary, what do I need to do differently? 
 
Balancing Rest and Work:- Although we complain about working long 
hours, many of us secretly love it! We associate busyness with importance 
and too much free time indicates that we are not needed. What is a helpful 
rhythm of work and rest in our lives? How can we take seriously the Sab-
bath principle of having one day a week to rest and not work? We might 
do something we don‘t usually give time for eg taking a long walk or hav-
ing an unhurried conversation with a friend, as well as avoiding more 
regular activities eg checking emails!  
 
De-cluttering: - The more stuff we accumulate, the more time and energy 
are required to maintain it. What could we live without in order to live 
more simply? Go through your wardrobe, loft or garage and give away 
what you don‘t use.  
 
Using Leisure Time Creatively:- When we actually take a break we often 
end up simply watching TV, surfing the net, shopping when we don‘t need 
anything or eating when we are not hungry! Why not choose leisure activi-
ties that really refresh you. It‘s not a case of more leisure time, but using 
the time we have more creatively.  
**  



Make a Will: Make a Difference this November with Will Aid  
 
Will Aid is the UK‘s most successful and enduring charity Will-making scheme. It 
is a partnership between solicitors and nine UK charities. During November, par-
ticipating solicitors will draw up basic Wills without charging their usual fee. In-
stead they will ask their Will Aid clients to donate a sum equivalent to the usual 
fee.  
 
As a guide and to ensure the solicitors‘ efforts are rewarded by raising a good sum 
for charity, the suggested minimum donation level is £75 for a single Will, £110 
for a pair of matching or 'mirror' Wills, or £40 for a change or codicil to an exist-
ing will.  
 
Last November was Will Aid‘s most successful campaign ever, with around £1 
million being raised in just a few short weeks. Since its launch in 1988, the 
scheme has raised almost £8m in donations and very much more in legacies. In 
fact, the 2008 campaign raised over £5.4 million in legacies pledged to the Will 
Aid charities alone. Much more will have been promised to other charities, 
churches and other good causes.  
 
The money donated is shared between the participating charities: ActionAid, Brit-
ish Red Cross, Christian Aid, Help the Aged, NSPCC, Save the Children UK, 
Sightsavers International, SCIAF and Trocaire.  
 
This year the Church of England is promoting Will Aid through many parishes in 
England and Wales, urging parishioners to make their Will with Will Aid and us-
ing the strapline:  
 
Your solicitor will help you to include your family, your church family and fa-
vourite charities.  
 
The 1662 Book of Common Prayer (service for the Visitation of the Sick) urges 
people to make their Will whilst they are well so that when they die, those they 
leave behind do not face unnecessary problems and stress:  
� And if he have not before disposed of his goods, let him then be admonished to 
make his Will, and to declare his debts, what he oweth, and what is owing unto 
him; for the better discharging of his conscience, and the quietness of his Execu-
tors. But men should often be put in remembrance to take order for the settling of 
their temporal estates whilst they are in health.�  
 
Will Aid offers the opportunity this November to make a real difference to our 



loved ones and to people in need in the UK and around the 
world, helping to transform the lives of children, families, eld-
erly people and whole communities. When people also take the 
opportunity to leave a legacy to their favourite charity or cause, 
they will be ensuring their good work can continue to help future 
generations.  
 
From mid August onwards, participating solicitors have been 
available at www.willaid.org.uk or people can call 0300 0300 
013 to request a list. Will-makers can then make their appoint-
ment direct by email or telephone.  
 
**  
Why you’ll see more on the bright side  
 
Feeling positive about life? Then you‘ll see more than someone 
who is down in the dumps. Literally, more. A recent survey of 
brain scans has found that people with a sunny outlook on life 
absorb more visual information of the world about them.  
The study, reported in the Journal of Neuroscience, found that a 
good mood literally changes the way you see things. So now you 
know why a positive attitude in life can improve your perform-
ance in all sorts of ways.  
**  
 
Beware your bent elbow  
 
New technology brings new ailments: have you heard of 
� mobile phone elbow‘ yet? Orthopaedic specialists have found 
that people who talk on their mobiles for long periods of time 
can over-extend their ulna nerve, leaving them tingling or numb 
from their elbows to their fingers.  
The nerve extends along the arm underneath the funny bone, and 
can be damaged when someone‘s elbow is bent for too long a 
period. Surgeons say that if you must talk for a long time on 
your mobile, at least switch hands regularly....  
 
**  



Smile lines  
 
Where now?  
A teacher was finishing up a lesson on the joys of discovery and the impor-
tance of curiosity. "Where would we be today," she asked, "if no one had ever 
been curious?" One child quietly spoke up from the back of the room. "In the 
garden of Eden?"  
**  
Sit where you like  
While serving as church usher, I was carrying out our tradition of escorting 
parishioners to their seats before the service began. After I returned to the en-
trance of the sanctuary to escort the next party, I greeted two strangers and 
asked where they would like to sit. Looking confused, the young man smiled 
and said, "Non-smoking, please."  
**  
The sound of music  
Joe's wife liked to sing. She decided to join the church choir. From time to 
time she would practise while she was in the kitchen preparing dinner.  
Soon, whenever she would start in on a song, Joe would head outside to the 
back garden. His wife, with hurt feelings, said, "What's the matter, Joe? Don't 
you like my singing?" Joe replied, "Well, put it this way, if I stay outside, the 
neighbours won‘t assume that I‘m beating you.�  
**  
Money  
One day a small boy started pulling handfuls of money out of his pockets – 
several notes as well as many coins. Bewildered, his mother asked, "Where on 
earth did you get all that money?" "At church, of course," the boy replied, sur-
prised. "They have bowls of it there."  
**  
Fair cop?  
While taking a routine vandalism report at an infants school, I was interrupted 
by a little girl about six years old. Looking up and down at my uniform, she 
asked, � Are you a cop?�  
� Yes,� I answered and continued writing the report. � My mum said if I ever 
needed help, I should ask the police. Is that right?� she ventured.  
� Yes, that's right,� I told her, and added expansively: � We are always here 
for you.�  
The little girl smiled, and looked reassured. � Well, then,� she said, as she ex-
tended her foot toward me, � would you please tie my shoe?� 
 **  
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Back to Church Sunday: Please pray about who you might ask 
to the service on October 4th, and make sure you pick up your 
invitations now. 
 
Harvest Supper : Will be at 7 pm on the 1st October  
 
Deanery Songs of Praise: Will  be held at St Alban’s, Trimdon 
Grange , at 6.30 pm on 27th September. The choir practice will 
be at St Luke’s on Thursday at 7.00 pm. 
 
Other News  ( including Parish Registers ) will be reported in 
the next month’s  magazine; which is also printed. 
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Date Altar  Pulpit  Chancel 

2nd August 2009     

9th      

16th  Mrs P. Gorman    

23rd      

30th  Mrs F. Tate    

6th September 2009 Mrs E.Vaulks    

       

13th  Mrs Mohon   

20th Mr & Mrs Barron   

4th October 2009 Berriman family Mrs K.Lynn  

27th Mrs Anderson   

    



                          Parish Registers 
 

      Holy Baptism – Welcomed into God’s family 
 

 
 

 
      

 Funerals  –  Commended into God’s keeping 
 

 
 
 
 
      
 

 
Burial of Ashes  

 
   17th July 2009  Robert Liddle Dixon     77 years 

   16th June 2009  John Kenneth Dixon     62 years 

   22nd June 2009  Florence Tate     90 years 

   08th July 2009  Stanley Heron     84 years 

   23rd July 2009  Marjorie Iseton     81 years 

   19th July 2009  Sascha  Sutton    3 months 



 
  28th September  7.00 pm         Mothers’ Union Service & Meeting 
 
             Check the Notice Board and the website for changes! 
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You can contact Rev’d Carole Lloyd on: 
           Tel   : 01388 720243 
           email: carole.lloyd@amnos.co.uk 
 
A Church Warden is usually available at Church each 
Tuesday between 10.00  -   11.00 am to assist with enquiries. 
 
Magazine/Website information   
          email: editor@stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk 
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                                            www.stmaryscoxhoe.co.uk 

                               
                     1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays 
                   9.15 am  Sung Communion 
 

                          3rd Sunday 
                 11.00 am   Family Communion 
 
 
                               
 

                                   Tuesdays 
                      9.15 am  Communion 
              
            Services usually held at St. Mary’s. 
           Occasionally Sunday Services held at 
                      St. Helen’s, Kelloe.  
 
       Please see Noticeboard/Website 
  for information concerning services 
  and other events held at St. Mary’s. 
 

SUNDAY 

  WEEKDAYS  

                    COFFEE MORNINGS 
                Tuesdays & Thursdays 
                        10.00  -  11.00 am 

            SERVICES 


